NEW   HUMANISM                                      45

to nominate candidates for election. Democracy will be
placedjabove parties. Individual men will have the
chance of being recognised, on their merit. Party loyalty
and party patronage or other forms of nepotism will no
longer eclipse intellectual independence, moral integrity
and detached wisdom.

In other words, what is suggested is creation of con-
ditions under which democracy can be possible. In the
first place, there must be a conscious and integrated
effort to stimulate amongst the people the urge for free-
dom, the desire to rely upon themselves and to be the
makers of their destiny, the spirit of free thinking, and
the will never to submit to any external authority by ex-
changing their freedom for' the security of slaves. A
new Renaissance, based on rationalism, individualism
and cosmopolitan Humanism, is essential for democracy
to be realised and capable of defending itself.

Such an atmosphere will foster intellectual indepen-
dence dedicated to the cause of making human values
triumph. Moral excellence alone can mould a com-
munity together without sacrificing the individual on
the alter of the collective ego, be it of the nation or a
class. Men and women, possessed of that great virtue,
will command the respect of an intelligent public, and
be recognised as the leaders of society. Demagogy will
be placed under a heavy discount. Democratic practice
will not be reduced to periodical elections. People will
no longer be mere *'masses",

It will be some time before reorientated democracy
can thus be the master of the situation. In the transi